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a token helping. The colonel solemnly opened a separate
tin of canned pork (American), and said that my tin of beef
was an issue for ten men in the Red Army.
At Plesetoskaya, which is a small timber village, there
was the usual crowd trying to board the train, which by
this time had scarcely any room anywhere except on the
roof—and even that on some coaches, where the ventilators
are easier to hold on to, was becoming filled-up. The steps
were full, so were the buffers, the platforms between each
coach (the end doors of the coaches were kept closed) and
the ladders running up to the roof at the end of each coach.
I was told the train stopped here for fifteen minutes, so I
went to see the * hard' coaches at the back of the train.
At the door of one of these coaches the crowd had beaten
back the attendant and forced a way in, but the occupants
of the coach (mostly soldiers) pushed them out again.
By getting behind a tree I managed to photograph this
incident. As with all Russian squabbles, there was wild
shouting and pushing and threatening at the time, but the
ill-temper evaporated immediately afterwards.
Suddenly the train whistled and moved out of the station.
I could not possibly have reached my coach, so I ran to the
nearest one and joined the crowd trying to get a foothold
on the steps. The others were handicapped by having
luggage and I was not, so I managed to pull myself up
there. There was no room on the steps: already seven
people were standing there; but a soldier on one of the
buffers kindly edged along and gave me a foothold on the
base of a buffer. I hung on there for about forty minutes
to the 'next stop. For company I had three soldiers, two
children and two women, with their baggage. We managed
to keep-our balance by pressing against one another. The
weather was fine and warm and the train did not go very
fast, -and for a time it was a welcome change from the
nauseating stuffiness of my compartment. But it becomes
tiring to hold on with both hands and to balance on af
buffer. The soldier who had made room for me had a

